Reading errors in first- and second-grade readers of a shallow orthography: evidence from Spanish.
Studies focusing on reading errors can help to understand how children learn to read and to structure key components of reading instruction. However, no prior studies have examined which letters might be a greater source of difficulty for beginning readers in Spanish. First, to examine the pattern of reading errors in beginning readers in a shallow orthography like Spanish with a particular focus on both the context-dependant (c, g, r) and the visual similar (b, d, g, p, q) consonants. (The dual-route cascade model is used as a theoretical framework for predictions.) Second, to examine the effect of visual similarity on orientation reversals, using upper and lower case letters. Ninety Spanish-speaking children (45 in Grade 1 and 45 in Grade 2) participated in the study. Children were required to read aloud both words and non-words. Seven categories of errors were examined. To clarify the influence of visual similarity of easily confused consonants (b, d), upper and lower case letters were used. We found that most reading errors (as a function of opportunity) were due to context-dependant consonants (c, g, r), and a small proportion were due to the remaining consonants, or even the visually-similar consonants. Further, visual similarity of reversible letters had a significant effect on orientation reversals. Finally, there was a significant influence of factors such as syllable frequency on the number of word errors. The implications of these findings for early reading instruction and future research are discussed.